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thfe ear, and on one occasion a shower of stones and
mud hastened our retreat from a homo in the slums
which our guide had imprudently allowed m to outer
and take stock of. As a general rule,, however,, tho
natives were civil and obliging1 enough, and in tho
more aristocratic eating and tea-houses wo wore
frequently invited to partake of a cup of ton fiw
gratis by the proprietor.

Most of our spare time in Pekin was spout in tho
numerous porcelain shops with which tho city
abounds. It was curious to walk out of tho squalid,
filthy streets, knee-deep in dust and rooking with
sewage, into tho cool, luxurious room** with tlioir
tesselatcd pavements, fountains, and flowers, and
hundreds of pounds' worth of beautiful wares litid out
invitingly before one in doMon-mi, jade, and porce-
lain. "We found it hopeless, as a rulo, to think of
getting anything at a reasonable price, Japan
itself can produce nothing >so beautiful and graceful
as true Pokin work, though, like everything c'lwo, it
is imitated, and there has been, of Into years, a
quantity of worthless traak in the markol.

The present Emperor of China, " Kwung-Hn/f is
eighteen years of age, and by tho time Ihtwo pn#efl
are in print will have takcm unto himself a wife,
or rather one will huvo been taken for him by hit*
aunt the Queen Regent, who, though Iwr nophow
has come to years of discretion, 1ms oven now a
good deal more to do with the uwnagoment of
affairs than the Emperor, She is an arbitrary,
ambitious woman, and, rumour has it, knows con-
siderably more about the death of the late Emperor
than she cares to own. . " Kwang-Su " cannot, like